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FRANCIS FAUQUIER'S WILL. 
Francis Fauquier was the eldest son of Dr. John Francis Fau- 
quier and Elizabeth Chamberlayne his wife. He was born in 
1704, made a director in the South Sea Company in 1751, and a 
Fellow of the Eoyal Society on February 15, 1753. He married 
Catherine, daughter of Sir Charles Dalston, who was buried at 
Totteridge in 1781. He wrote an essay on "The Ways and 
Means of Raising Money for the Support of the Present War 
Without Increasing the Public Debt." 8vo, published at London 
in 1757. On January, 1758, he was appointed Lieut. Governor 
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of Virginia. In 1760, Mr. Pitt wrote to Fauquier that when the 
war with the French was over, Parliament would tax the colonies. 
Fauquier in reply expressed great apprehensions. Fauquier was 
still governor when the Stamp Act passed, and that measure was 
excessively distasteful to him; but Henry's resolutions went too 
far for him, and received his censure. 

His popular disposition was shown, however, in his conduct 
during the agitations produced by the Parsons' causes. He gave 
them to understand that, law or no law, he was unequivocally on 
the popular side. 

The explanation of this sympathetic attitude of Fauquier is 
to be found in his devotion to scientific studies, which were an- 
tagonistic to dogmas of all kinds — religious or governmental. 
He delighted in the company of Dr. William Small, the professor 
•of Natural Philosophy at William and Mary, and at his table the 
youthful Jefferson, Page, Walker, MeClurg and others of the Vir- 
ginia youth learned their lessons in the rights of man. His ex- 
ample in another respect was not so fortunate. He was addicted 
to gaming, and diffused in the colony a passion for playing cards, 
which continued till sternly rebuked by the revolutionary spirit, 
finding utterance in the orders of the county committees of safety 
about 1775. 

There are in the British Museum nine letters written by Fau- 
quier between 1759 and 1764, chiefly respecting the military 
forces of Virginia, and one to Sir Henry Moore, dated February 
3, 1766. He wrote an article on "Hailstones," observed in Vir- 
ginia July 9, 1758, which was read by his brother William before 
the Eoyal Society after his death.* 

He died in Virginia March 3, 1768. The following is taken 
from the Virginia Gazette, edited by Purdie and Dixon : 

Williamsburg, March 3. 
Early this morning died at the Palace after a tedious illness, which 
he bore with the greatest patience and fortitude, the Hon. Francis Fau- 
quier, Esq., Lieutenant Governor and Commander in Chief of this Col. 
«ny, over which he has presided near ten years, much to his own honour, 

* See Lyson's Environs of London, IV., 406 ; Genealogical Table, in 
possession of G. B. Wollaston, Chislehurst, Clutterbuck, Hertfordshire, 
■Court and City Register; Thomson's History of the Royal Society; 
Gentleman's Magazine, XXVIII., p. 46, XXXVIII., 199; National Dic- 
tionary of Biography, article "Francis Fauquier." 
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and the care and satisfaction of the inhabitants. He was a Gentleman 
of most amiable disposition — generous, just and mild; and possessed, in 
an eminent degree, of all the social virtues. He was a Fellow of the 
Koyal Society, and died in his sixty-fifth year. 

The Following from the other Virginia Gazette by William 
Kind is an account of the funeral services : 

Williamsburg, March 10 (1768). 
Last Tuesday the remains of our late Governor the Hon. Francis 
Fauquier Esq. were interred in the North isle of the church in this City. 
The Hon. the President and such members of his Majestys Council as 
lived convenient, the Hon. Mr. Speaker, the treasurer, his Majestys Attor- 
ney General and all the principal Gentlemen of this place and neighbor- 
hood assisted in paying the last offices to the deceased sincerely lament- 
ing the loss of a ruler who had endeared himself to them. The Militia 
of this City also attended and paid the honours due to his memory upon 
this melancholy occasion. 

In the same issue an admirer thus speaks in his praise : 

To the memory of the Hon. Francis Fauquier Esq. late lieutenant- 
Governor of this Colony; a man who in public life was equalled by 
few and in his private character excelled by none, who in spite of a lin- 
gering illness and the severest attacks of the most excruciating pain 
submitted to the relentless hand of death with a fortitude and resigna- 
tion known to but few in the evening hours of departing life; this little 
monument is addressed by one whose bosom retains the highest sense of 
those virtues possessed by that worthy Gentleman in so eminent a degree 
as to make him still live in the bleeding remembrance of a numerous ac- 
quaintance and to raise a monument in his countrys bosom which is 
out of the power of censure to deface. 

" If ever virtue lost a friend sincere, 
If ever sorrow claim'd Virginia's tear, 
If ever death a noble conquest made, 
'Twas when Fauquier the debt of nature paid." 

It is to be regretted that the book at Yorktown in which his 
will is recorded is badly moth-eaten, but as far as I was able to 
make it out, the will runs as follows : 

Will of Hon. Francis Fauquier. 

In the na God Amen, I Francis Fauquier his Majesty's L 

ernor and commander in chief of the colony and for the time 

being, now in good Health and ound mind of the uncertainty 

of H vidence of making my will known to the this my 

last will and Testament, in manner and form following. That is to say. 
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The immortal part of me must return into the Hands of a most Merciful 
and benevolent God, who I hope will extend His Mercies to an unprofita- 
ble servant. As for the uninformed Mass of Clay which will remain 
after life, in whatever that life consists, is departed from it, my express 
will and Desire is, that, if it should please the Almighty God to take me 
off from this stage by any latent disease, with the Cause of which the 
Physicians or Surgeons who may attend upon me in my last Hlness, may 
not be well acquainted, my Body should be opened if they desire it, that 
the immediate cause of my disorder may be known, and that by these 
means I may become more useful to my fellow Creatures by my Death 
than I have been in my life. I insist this and make it part of this my 
last Will to take away any the least imputation of want of decency or 
respect in my dear wife or children or other Friends I may leave behind 
me for permitting the enquiry to be made on my unfeeling Carcass for 
the good of Mankind. After this examination of my Body, if necessary, 
I will that it be Deposited in the Earth or Sea as I shall happen to fall, 
without any vain Funeral Pomp and as little expence as Decency can 
possibly permit, Funeral Obsequies as it has long appeared to me being 
contrary to the Spirit of the Religion of our Blessed Saviour, who on a 
proper occasion said, Let the Dead bury their Dead, follow thou me. 

As to the Disposal of my Worldly Goods, I find I shall be at a diffi- 
culty to express myself in a manner to prevent disputes so as to have 

my intention (ta)ke place, owing to some particularities in my . 

But as my whole Estate both real and Personal, some es ex- 
cepted will be divided between my dear . s I hope they will 

have so much Respect to the Duties they reciprocally owe 

between themselves sue ng to the Spirit not the Letter of the 

Words made Use of by me on this occasion if such meaning can be found 
out, but in case they should disagree, my Will is that they should refer 
their Disputes to, and abide by the Determination of the HonWe William 
Nelson, the HonWe Robert Carter two of his Majesty's Council of Vir- 
ginia, the HonWe Peyton Randolph Speaker of the House of Burgesses 
there and George Wythe Esqrs. if they should be in Virginia at the time 
of my Death, and if they should be in Great Britain of the Right HonWe 
Gabriel Lord Coleraine, my Brother William Fauquier, my brother-in- 
law Francis Wollaston and James Burrowe Master of the Crown Office 
Esqr. in whose Integrity, Abilities, and personal affection to me, I have 
always had the greatest reason to place the fullest confidence; or in any 
three of them or the Majority of such three. 

Whereas there is a Deed of Trust made when I was appointed Lieu- 
tenant Governor of Virginia now subsisting; by which Deed my whole 
Estate both real and Personal in the Kingdom of Great Britain was con- 
veyed to the Trustees for sundry purposes therein mentioned and vested 
in them as will now fully appear reference to the said Deed being had; 
by which Deed a Division of my Estate was made between my Wife and 
children in case I should die Intestate, but which I had power to alter by 
my last Will and Testament or other Deed in Writing legally and prop- 
erly executed by me ; now be it known that I am so far from disapprov- 
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ing the distribution therein made that I do hereby and confirm it 

in its full force and power as far as it which is to the whole Estate 

real and personal to which at the time of the date thereof I had my 
Eight m either in possession or Revision And I do hereby consti- 
tute and appoint my Eldest son Francis Pau(quier) — le executor of 

■this my last will and Testament to any Estate or Estates I may 

die and of Great Britain and no further this not out of any 

Mistrust of the uprightness of Heart or prudence of conduct of my wife 
or younge son William, but because I am possessed of a Right of Pre- 
sentation of two turns out of three to a small living in the county of 
Warwick in that part of Great Britain called England, which by act of 
Parliament which first erected the parish does not Descend to my Heirs 
but to my Executors, adm'ors or assigns, and I think this the likeliest 
way to preserve it in my Family without dispute which I earnestly de- 
sire may be done by My Son, and that he would always be provided with 
a will, by which he may secure the right of Presentation to such person 
as he shall choose for an Executor. The living, tho' small, affording 
Bread for any younger Branch of my Descendants. 

And whereas I am possessed of sundry small Parcels of Land, slaves 
and other Effects in the Colony and Dominion of Virginia not included 
in aforesaid Deed of Trust I dispose of them in the manner following. 
I will that all my lands Slaves and other Effects whatsoever be disposed 
by my Executors hereafter to be named for this part of my Estate and 
sold for the payment of my just debts and the few Legacies I shall leave, 
and the residue if any there be shall be dispos'd of as is hereafter 
directed. That is that all my Land which consists of two small parcels, 
the one bought of Mr. Ferguson, the other of Mr. Moody, and both since 
enclosed by me under one Fence shall be offered to the HonT)le the Coun- 
cil as being very convenient for any future Governor of this Colony for 
the price of two hundred and fifty Pounds Sterl., which I take to be under 
the real value thereof, and that the houshold Furniture in the Palace 
at Williamsburg be likewise offered to the council for like price of two 
hundred and fifty pounds sterl. for the use of the succeeding Governor, 

my Plate, Pictures Ware and Household Linnen excepted. If they 

rchase either the Land or Furniture that they shall not be 

sold till my successor sal of them at the same price for which 

stay one year and no longer. And in case he shall refuse them then I 
will that they be sold at Public Auction, or by any other Method my ex- 
ecutors shall direct for the best price, that can be got for them. 

It is now expedient that I should dispose of my Slaves a part of my 
Estate in its nature disagreeable to me, but which my situation made 
necessary for me; the disposal of which has constantly given me uneasi- 
ness whenever the thought has occurred to me. I hope I shall be found 
to have been a Merciful Master to them and that no one of them will 
rise up in Judgment against me in that great day when all my actions 
■will be exposed to public view. For with what face can I expect Mercy 
from an offended God, if I have not myself shewn mercy to those depen- 
dent on me. But It is not sufficient that I have been their Master in 
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my life. I must provide for them at my death by using my utmost En- 
deavors that they experience as little misery during their Lives as their 
very unhappy and pitiable condition will allow. Therefore I will that 
they shall have liberty to choose their own Master and that the Women 
and their children shall not be parted; that they shall have six Months 
allowed them to make such Choice, during which Time they shall be 
maintained out of my Estate; That my Executors shall take for them of 
such Masters as they shall choose twenty five Per Cent under the then 
Market price. If at the end of Six Months any of them shall not have 
made such Choice and if either of my Executors choose to take any of 

them I will that they should have them at the same price as if they 

their own Masters relying on their known Humanity. If my Exec- 
utors should not choose to take them then I request it as my last 

Dying wish that who shall retain a favorable opinion of me 

— asers of such Slaves as they shall choose that they — mee 

belonged to me and had been Treatment which for my sake I hope 

they to them. And in this Case I also Will that they should take 

the same Price of such Persons or any other on whom they can depend 
to answer my intention and earnest desire of entailing kindness upon 
them as far as it is in my power, of all which my executors are to be the 
whole and sole Judges, not accountable to any one for having sold them 
at what may be supposed to be under Rate. In case of extremity and not 
otherwise, they must be sold for the best price that can be got for them. 

All the rest of my Effects in this Colony except my Plate, Pictures, 
China Ware and Household Linnen as before excepted, and Musical In- 
struments, I hereby direct shall be sold for the best price that can be 
got for them and I will that the produce of my land Slaves Furniture 
and other Effects be sold to be Employ'd to the payment of my just Debts 
and Legacies, and to be paid to my eldest son Francis Fauquier for that 
purpose by my Executors, after their deducting what is necessary to 
pay my funeral expences Debts and Legacies, due in this Colony. And 
I further will that after all such payments made the overplus be divided 
in equal parts between my dear wife and two sons or such of them as 
shall be living at the time of my Death, always intending to make an 
alteration in my will if God should grant me time and understanding, 
after the loss of either of them if I should survive such loss. 

I give and bequeath to my dear wife Catharine Fauquier all my 
Plate, Picture and China Ware and Household Linnen for her whole and 

sole Benefit always hoping that she will dispose of any superfluous 

to either of my sons if they should Marry and Settle, to save them the 
expence of Purchasing new 

I give and bequeath to my son Francis Fauquier all my Books both 
here and in 

I give and youngest son William Fauquier all my and Mu- 

sick Books both here and — n conse bequests clash with the first 

parts of my will as they are not part of my Effects in England and in- 
cluded in the Deed of Trust, but I have a power to alter that disposition 
by my will, my desire is that these and whatever else may seem to 
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clash therein may be considered as such alterations and pass to my 
said sons in consequence of these Bequests. 

And whereas I am indebted to my eldest son Francis Fauquier in the 
sum of Twelve Hundred pounds sterling, my will is that the sum be 
considered as part of my Debts and not included in the division of my 
Estate. And whereas I have sundry times advanced money to the use 
of my youngest son William Fauquier to the amount of about 1000 
pounds sterling my will is that the said sum of 1000 pounds be paid 
to my eldest son Francis Fauquier to make them equal before the division 
of my Estate takes place. 

I hereby direct my Executors to purchase one single stone Brilliant 
Diamond Ring of the value of one hundred pounds sterling at least 
which I bequeath to my much esteemed and respected Patron George 
Montague Dunk, Earl of Halifax, as a small token of my Gratitude to 
him for the many favours conferred on me unmerited on my part; and 
which I hope he will do me the Honour to wear in remembrance of a Man 
who never one Moment forgot the great Obligation he had to his Lord- 
ship. 

I also direct that my Executors purchase four other single stone 
Brilliant Diamond Rings of the value of twenty five Guineas each 
(which) I bequeath to them not as a reward for their trouble I have 

hereby given them, for I well know they have bove it, but which 

I desire they would wear in remembrance of a Man who once loved them 
and dies in the belief that they loved him. 

I give to all with me at the time of my Death excepting to 

my cook Anne Ayscough to (whom I give) one hundred and fifty Pounds 
sterling in recompence of her great fidelity and attention to me in all 
my Illness, and of the great Oeconomy with which she conducted the Ex- 
penses of my kitchen during my residence at Williamsburg as his Ma- 
jesty's Lieutenant Governor, when it was in her power to have de- 
frauded me of several Hundred Pounds. 

And my further will is that this my will be read by one of my Execu- 
tors before my wife and children, if in Virginia, other Executors, ser- 
vants and Slaves that everything may be explained to them, if there 
should be any clause which they may not understand or may give them 
or any of them any uneasiness. 

And I hereby appoint the HonWe William Nelson, Robert Carter, two 
of his Majesty's Council, The HonWe Peyton Randolph Speaker of the 
House of Burgesses, and George Wythe Esquires executors of this my 
will as it relates to my Estate and Effects in Virginia and no farther. 

And I hereby declare I have no other will by my having destroyed the 
former which makes it unnecessary for me to revoke any such Writing 
purposely to be my will, and this I declare to be my last will all written 
with my own Hand, and signed by me at Williamsburg the 26th of March 
1767. Francis Fauquier. 

Signed Sealed & Published before us 

The. Everard, James Cocke, Litt. Savage. 

Proved at a court held for York county, 21st of March, 1768. 



